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In this project, the class was required to bring back to life a local Canadian civil 

rights newspaper, the Dawn of Tomorrow, for academic and research purposes. Cheryl 

Thompson argued that the Dawn of Tomorrow’s purpose was to create a sense of 

community within the African Canadians living in London.1 The newspaper was capable 

of bringing news of the African American struggle for equality from all parts of the 

world. Therefore, this community-based project helped contribute to the histories of civil 

rights movements by teaching us more about the smaller and global movements and 

actions of people that eventually led to the main civil rights movement in the United 

States. 

The objective of this community-based project was to upload images of different 

issues of the newspaper onto a website that would be utilized as a digital and historical 

archive for researchers and for the public. This project partnered up with the London 

Public Library, who provided us with microfilm of a newspaper printed in 1923. My role 

in the project was to scan pages of the newspaper from the microfilm, since the original 

newspaper pages were extremely delicate to handle. The scanning took the most time due 

to some technical difficulties of getting some of the files to open. The files were also all 

scattered in different orders, which delayed some classmates from analyzing their 

assigned issues. However, when the files did open and the pages were in the appropriate 

order, I straightened the images of my issue and clarified the text. This way, when they 

are uploaded onto the website, it would be easy for any first time researchers on 

American Civil Rights historiography to read it. Along with making the images readable, 

																																																								
1 Cheryl, Thompson, Cultivating Narratives of Race, Faith, and Community: The Dawn 
of Tomorrow, 1923-1971, (Canadian Journal of History 2015), 30.  
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I read the articles on the issue assigned to me and made annotations on characters or any 

references that would not be understood to the reader because they may not have any 

background on civil rights history. These annotations would provide context for a first 

time reader, who may not have heard of key players in the movement, or in the history in 

general. An example from my experience was that I did not know who President 

Poincaire was because he was not an American figure, but a French president, who 

supported the civil rights movement. I chose this particular article for the primary 

analysis because I thought that many first time readers would not know that the news of 

the struggle has stretched far beyond the United States. 

 The project was important in terms of the course not only because it shared 

similar themes, but also it provided me with the knowledge that I as a Canadian did not 

know about. It was my belief for a long time that Canada was considered a safe haven for 

African Americans who suffered from the Jim Crow. However, the newspaper that was 

established in London, Canada, revealed that my belief was false. The newspaper 

published local news along with international news and it revealed that Canada did 

practice segregation and discrimination.  

This project was also important to the course, even though it mainly focused on 

American Jim Crow laws and the American resistance; however, this project connects the 

same themes discussed in class on the lives of African Canadians. I believe that this 

project was started not just to make it digitally available, but also to educate Canadians of 

the civil rights movement and the segregation in Canada. It is also important because it 

allowed the class to deal with primary source documents and it gave us the researcher’s 
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experience. The students have entered a new form of community that is scholarly and 

made us official historical researchers. 

This project is important to the London Public Library, because of its valuable 

connection to the editor of the Dawn of Tomorrow. This project would also allow them to 

broaden their historical archive in the London Room section on London Ontario’s 

history. It goes beyond making historical documents digitally accessible to the public 

since it reveals the community partnerships between the newspaper’s civil rights activists 

and the library’s chief librarian, Fred Landon. As Cheryl Thompson stated, the 

newspaper was a method to create a community in London and a tool for the community 

to express their activism against Jim Crow. 

This project differs from other historical research projects because it avoided the 

traditional method of conducting research to argue for or against a specific thesis. We are 

actually providing researchers with the facts, events, and news of the particular period. 

This project, unlike most class projects, had a different research dynamic allowing 

students to have a hands-on experience with real historical documents. Some of the 

articles in the newspaper put faces to names, and the annotations that we had to make for 

the articles also introduced global perspectives. The objective of this project was to make 

the newspapers digitally accessible to researchers interested in this topic and to the public 

and therefore we have created a scholarly community. We have entered an age where 

everything is done online, and most researchers refer to online databases and archives. 

Therefore, the digitizing aspect of the project is significant because it makes it makes it 

accessible to researchers, but it is also important because the other older issues of the 
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newspaper in the library are torn and fading away. Digitizing them will allow the library 

to preserve the newspaper’s knowledge. 

Matthew F. Delmont also started a digital archive for African American history 

similar to the Dawn of Tomorrow project’s objective. One issue he raised with the use of 

digital archives is the question of “does it count?” This is a challenge that could arise in 

the future of the project. He claimed that it does not count to emerging historians and 

graduate students because there is disconnect between the traditional evaluations and the 

new digital methods. This introduces risks with regards to scholarly evaluation and it 

does not really count as valid.2 Delmont has mentioned that creating digital archives is 

not only for convenience, but it is a now a privilege for all scholars who are involved in 

historic projects, or if they are simply writing essays. Delmont stated that the Black 

Quotidian was created as a form of small rebellion because most of history is taught 

leaving out particular details.3 The Black Quotidian and the Dawn of Tomorrow project 

are both ways of filling in the gaps or missing details that are left out in history books. 

Overall, this project was a great research and learning experience for me and I believe 

that this project will be successful and will count as valid. It will be digitally accessible to 

the public and to researchers and it will offer more value to them instead of textbooks 

because it allows them to view primary sources that are always very difficult to find. 

																																																								
2Matthew, Delmont, “‘Does It Count?’ Scholarly Communication and African American 
Digital History”, American Historical Association, (2016). https://www.historians 
.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/november-2016/does-it-count-
scholarly-communication-and-african-american-digital-history 
 
3Matthew, Delmont, “Project Showcase: Black Quotidian”, History at Work, (2016).  
http://ncph.org/history-at-work/project-showcase-black-quotidian/  
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Those who will read my work and the articles will benefit and enjoy learning history 

from a valid source. 
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