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The Dawn of Tomorrow research project at Huron University College was a community-

based learning activity in which the goal was to digitize and analyze London Ontario’s 1920s’ 

black newspaper “Dawn of Tomorrow”. The newspaper known as “Dawn of Tomorrow” was a 

black civil rights newspaper that gave London’s black community contextual and national 

information on issues of their race. The Dawn of Tomorrow project contributes to histories of the 

civil rights movement by allowing students to do primary research in a semi-forgotten area, and 

provide scholarly information to a project that is open to the public for viewing. In other words, 

this project was a way for students to actively participate in the continuation of interpreting and 

discussing black rights, making sure to give an accurate modern voice to a newspaper that many 

students and historians alike probably do not know about. 

As stated previously, this project was a way for students to actively participate in the 

continuation of interpreting and discussing black rights, making sure to give an accurate and 

modern voice to a newspaper that many students and historians alike may not know about. I will 

begin this reflection paper with a closer look at my duties within in the project. My role in the 

project was to visit the London Public Library’s Central branch where all of the “Dawn of 

Tomorrow” papers and microfilms are held. It is at the library where students were assigned with 

a particular issue of the paper. Once the issues were assigned, my partner and I had to search the 

microfilm for our issue. This proved to be mildly challenging because the new microfilm 

machines at the library are somewhat troublesome. My previous encounters with microfilm have 

been easy, but with the modern microfilm machines it is hard to translate the aged technology of 

microfilm with the modern computer technology. However, this was still a good learning 

experience that showed me the hardships that can come with primary research. Once we found 

our issue of the newspaper we had to make jpeg image files of our paper’s pages. This task was 
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tedious as each page had to be focused well for easy readability for those who will be looking at 

the newspaper online. Once we had our images, my partner and I divided the pages between us 

to be annotated/ provide contextual information for the project’s display online. The main goal 

here was to provide information for people who will be viewing the paper online who have never 

seen it before; to provide a general background of the paper’s content.  

This project was a very London Ontario based project. However, the implications and 

messages are much wider, as they are with many black operated civil rights papers; the 

readership may be local but the goals and messages of the paper are much more universal and 

multi-national. The community context was important as a student because although I knew 

London had a history with black rights and fugitive slaves, I had no idea that London had its own 

civil rights paper. Thus I was very invested in giving this paper a voice in our modern and highly 

digital time. This would not have been possible without the library’s cooperation to digitize and 

use these primary sources, so the exchange between the university and library was vital to giving 

this paper the recognition it deserves, while also giving students the opportunity to do primary 

research. 

Furthermore, this project proved to be important as a piece of digital history. The digital 

aspect of this project was the main base for the entirety of our work. This online accessibility of 

this project not only allowed us students to actively take a role in interpreting and discussing the 

newspaper, but it opened up the exposition and interpreting to the public for history and non-

history students equally. It was a driving factor in my work and most likely my fellow students 

work that our participation was to become a collective and public piece of digital history. It is 

also important that the digital aspect of this work makes this much more accessible as opposed to 

making our work a book or paper document. We knew from the beginning that the goal was for 
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more than just doing the work like a typical research paper implies; our work was set apart 

because it was for the public accessibility of the project. The digital realm of our work make the 

project feel like it ‘paid off’ for lack of a better word; it felt like the exchange of our work and 

the delivery of the project was well worth it.  

In addition, this project was a way for students to actively participate in the continuation 

of interpreting and discussing black rights, making sure to give an accurate and modern voice to 

a newspaper that many students and historians alike probably do not know about. This project 

was interesting because as our course discussed different aspects of the civil rights movement 

such as Jim Crow, the NAACP, and non- violent direct action, it was easy to see and connect 

pieces of our course themes within the newspaper. Thus, the two went very well together and it 

was of great value as a student to not only talk about aspects of the civil rights movement but to 

see and participate in aspects of it from a primary document in our local area. Through this 

project we were able to see the contemporary relevance/importance of the materials we were 

analyzing while also participating in the continuation of these important materials and messages. 

Furthermore, our course looks a lot at the historiography and primary sources of the civil rights 

movement, thus, working on this project showed us how a lot of historical interpretation is done, 

and allowed us to see how important it is as historians to have accurate and accessible primary 

sources. Without this newspaper being made available digitally to the public almost all of its 

interpretation and discussion is lost, putting its availability to be included in historiography at a 

halt. As we have discussed in our course it is extremely important that the narrative and goal of 

the civil rights movement continue to be talked about because the issue is far from being over. 

Without this continuation the civil rights movement being discussed, we risk losing or slowing 

progress of equality. 
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In conclusion, this project was very valuable as a student of history. The community 

based aspect of the project is one that I will always treasure as it is not typical that students are 

given the opportunity to participate in the issues they are learning about. The value of this work 

is very high not only as a student who completed the work but for others who can go and access 

our work for their own interpretation and continuation of civil rights discussion. The active roles, 

local nature, and connections to our course themes made this project altogether enjoyable, and of 

memorable/ lasting significance. 


