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Through a community-based research partnership between Huron University 

College and The London Public Library, our class was given the opportunity to co-

produce knowledge by individually scanning microfilm of London’s civil rights 

newspaper from the 1920’s, The Dawn of Tomorrow, which is being compiled into a 

larger online archive. This project enabled students to consider both historiographical 

questions dealing with how primary sources are analyzed and presented, and also 

historical questions of the relevance of the course themes to Canada, and London in 

particular. Transcending the past into the present, this archive of The Dawn of Tomorrow 

creates a historical consciousness of the civil rights movement that shapes modern 

cultural power through remembrance and recognition of past racial constructions and 

their current iterations. 

 My work for this project consisted of scanning the second edition of The Dawn of 

Tomorrow that was available on the microfilms. This edition was published Saturday, 

July 21st 1923 and was eight pages long, however a substantial portion of that was taken 

up by advertisements and notes from ‘Our Correspondents’. I found it interesting to note 

the shift in information that is made available in newspapers, with correspondents 

declaring their two-month vacation to Toronto, or the cost of 20 pounds of lard. This 

speaks to the way that information is easily communicated today through the Internet, 

and also the lack of personal community that exists in the modern newspaper, for other 

that the Obituary section individuals in London are rarely mentioned in London press. 

After realizing the implications of a lack of communication streams, I increasingly view 

The Dawn of Tomorrow as an integral way of rallying the black community and 

spreading awareness and knowledge of their narrative and pride. After scanning our 
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edition at the London Public Library downtown, we created a series of notes for terms or 

figures that would not be recognizable to the average individual. Doing this work made 

me question the way in which information should be presented to best inform the 

intended reader, and what should and should not be included for the sake of pertinence as 

there are benefits and drawbacks to both brevity and length. 

As a collaboration between Huron University College and The London Public 

Library, this project served the Library’s mandate to be “a place to share London’s story, 

past, present, and future”.1 Access to the microfilms, which were partly kept at Western, 

partly at the London Public Library, was made possible through this connection. Funded 

through a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council grant, this project was 

initiated through a joint interest to digitalize and format The Dawn of Tomorrow in order 

for it to be all-accessible online. This project added to the tangible connections between 

Huron University College, The London Public Library and the grant’s community 

members. In addition, connections are fostered between communities in global modernity 

and the black community that is remembered through the pages of The Dawn of 

Tomorrow.  

 

 The research performed in this project differs from other sorts of historical 

research through it’s community-based learning approach, and use of primary sources 

which brings an immediacy to the work being done. Through making the classroom a site 

of original knowledge, questions of historiography are not only discussed, but also 

practiced. By constructing historical knowledge, and engaging with how it is presented 

																																																								
1 "Central Renew.” London Public Library.  
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and accessed, we are actively contributing to the scholarly field rather that only studying 

it. Through contextualizing the civil rights movement, as it was present in London 

through a contemporary lens we are able to situate ourselves within history and 

acknowledge our local role within this past. We are able to challenge our perspectives of 

racial constructions outside of the classroom, as history is being made as we speak.  

 

 The ways in which scholarship is constantly evolving is reflected in the ways in 

which it is presented. Through exhibiting The Dawn of Tomorrow as a digital history that 

will continue to be accessed online it echoes that this paper is “a political act that 

transcended space and time”.2 As a student I often find that scholarly works are easily in 

my reach due to my access to Western Libraries, however by having this digital history 

available to all through open access it allows people to gain this knowledge regardless of 

their position as a student, or academic. In addition, this digital history is written in 

simple English because of the intended general black audience of the time, which 

increases its accessibility. However there are challenges in presenting this work as a 

digital archive, namely how people will find the website, how the object is formatted 

online, how digital works rely on not only archivists, but also non-archivists to maintain, 

and finally how there are qualities of the primary object that are lost, or cannot be fully 

expressed through digitization.  

 

																																																								
2 C, Thompson, “Cultivating narratives of race, faith, and community”, Canadian Journal 
of History (2015), 66. 
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The Dawn of Tomorrow depicts the ways in which Jim Crow was not only an 

American problem, and how black Canadian citizens resisted racial segregation. Through 

analyzing an editorial on education I found that specifically The Dawn of Tomorrow drew 

from W.E.B. Du Bois’ concept of the ‘Talented Tenth’, emphasizing the value of higher 

education in order to put black people on the same playing field as the white race. This 

project offers insight into the historical connection between the Canadian and United 

States border, demonstrated by the mix of stories from both nations featured in The Dawn 

of Tomorrow.  

 

In addition to creating an online archive of The Dawn of Tomorrow, this 

collaboration between the university and The London Public Library offered a unique 

opportunity for students to actively contribute to the scholarly field. Over the course of 

this research students gained knowledge on both historiography and history, delving into 

questions of race relations and community in the 1920’s in London. If given more time, it 

would have been valuable to engage more with the material from the newspaper through 

an in depth analysis of its aesthetics in order to provide a more complete analysis and 

interesting topics of consideration for the reader. However considering the scope of the 

course, this project excellently complemented course themes and made apparent the fact 

that the struggle for civil rights is not necessarily a movement constrained to a defined 

time period or geographic area, but rather something that we work towards reconciling 

into the present day.  
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